IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Original) A method of performing a context-sensitive search comprising: 
accepting a selection of a first document; 

accepting a selection of a first term from within the first document; 

determining a context of the first term with respect to the first document; 

choosing at least two documents that contain the first term; and 

ranking the at least two documents that contain the first term according to how closely a 
context of the first term with respect to the at least two documents matches the context of the first 
term with respect to the first document. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein accepting a selection of a first term from within 
the first document comprises: 

accepting a selection of the first term in response to a device chosen from the group 

consisting of a computer mouse, a trackball, a joystick, a touchpad, and a laser pointer. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein accepting a selection of a first term from within 
the first document comprises: 

accepting a selection of the first term in response to a sound. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
accepting a selection of a second term from the first document; 
determining a context of the second term with respect to the first document; 
associating a first modifier that is indicative of the relevancy of the first term with the first 

term; 

associating a second modifier that is indicative of the relevancy of the second term with the 
second term; 

instead of choosing at least two documents that contain the first term, choosing at least two 
documents that contain the first and second terms; and 

ranking the at least two documents that contain the first and second terms according to how 
closely a context of the first and second terms with respect to the at least two documents matches 
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the context of the first and second terms with respect to the first document, and according to the 
first and second modifiers. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein determining a context of the first term with 
respect to the first document and determining a context of the second term with respect to the first 
document comprises: 

identifying whether any structural tags exist in the first document. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein identifying whether any structural tags exist in 
the first document comprises: 

determining whether the first document is characterized as one belonging to a group 
consisting of a document with no structural tags and no discernible structure, a document with no 
structural tags and a discernible structure, a document with a structural tag that has physical 
markup, and a document with a structural tag that has physical and logical markup. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein a document with a structural tag that has 
physical markup comprises a HTML document. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein a document with a structural tag that has 
physical and logical markup comprises a document that complies with an XML schema. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

accepting a selection of a third term from one of the at least two documents that contain the 
first and second terms; 

determining a context of the third term with respect to the one of the at least two documents 
that contain the first and second terms; 

assigning a third modifier to the third term based upon the relevancy of the third term; 

choosing at least two documents that contain the first, second, and third terms; and 

ranking the at least two documents that contain the first, second, and third terms according 
to how closely a context of the first and second terms with respect to the at least two documents 
that contain the first, second, and third tenns matches the context of the first and second terms with 
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respect to the first document, according to how closely a context of the third term with respect to 
the at least two documents that contain the first, second, and third terms matches the context of the 
third term with respect to the one of the at least two documents that contain the first and second 
terms, and according to the first, second, and third modifiers. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein associating a first modifier with the first term 
and associating a second modifier with the second term comprise: 

associating a modifier with the first term and with the second term that is chosen from the 
group consisting of more relevant, less relevant, not relevant, and exactly relevant. 

1 1 . (Original) A method comprising: 

assigning a first document a complexity rating that is indicative of the complexity of the 
first document's structure; 

associating a relevance indicator with a first element that is contained within the first 
document; and 

finding a second document based upon the second document's complexity rating being no 
greater than the first document's complexity rating, based upon a relationship between the first 
element and the first document being the same as a relationship between a second element in the 
second document and the second document, and based upon the similarity between the first 
element and the second element. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein finding the second document additionally 
comprises: 

constructing a query; and 

sending the query to a search engine that uses the query to find the second document. 

13. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 1, wherein associating the relevan c y indicator 
relevance indicator with the first element comprises accepting an input in response to a device that 
performs a highlighting function. 
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14. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein associating the relevancy indicator with the 
first element comprises assigning a less relevant indicator to the first element. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein associating the relevancy indicator with the 
first element comprises assigning a more relevant indicator to the first element. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein assigning the first document a complexity 
rating that is indicative of the complexity of the first document's structure comprises: 

assigning the first document a first rating if the first document has no structural tags and no 
discernible structure; 

assigning the first document a second rating if the first document has no structural tags but 
a discernible structural pattern; 

assigning the first document a third rating if the first document has structural tags with 
physical markup; and 

assigning the first document a fourth rating if the first document has structural tags with 
physical and logical markup. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 12, further comprising: 

associating a relevance indicator with a second element that is contained within the second 
document; and 

modifying the query by incorporating the second element and its relevance indicator. 

18. (Original) A device-readable medium that, when read, causes a first device to perform 
processes comprising: 

storing a file that contains structural information about a document; 

storing at least one fragment from the document in response to a first external input; 

storing a modifier that indicates the relevancy of the at least one fragment in response to a 
second external input; 

forming a context-sensitive search query based upon the modifier, the at least one 
fragment, and the file; 
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sending the context-sensitive search query to a second device to find a first plurality of 
result set items that conforms to the context-sensitive search query. 

1 9. (Original) The medium of claim 1 8, where analyzing the structure of the document further 
comprises: 

determining whether the document has logical markup data, physical markup data, and an 
observable structural pattern. 

20. (Currently amended) The medium of claim 1 8, further causing the first device to perform 
processes further comprising: 

storing a result set item fragment from one of the plurality of result set items in response to 
a third external input; 

storing another modifier that indicates the relevancy of the result set item fragment in 
response to a fourth external input; 

forming a modified context-sensitive search query based upon the result set item fragment 
and the another modifier; and 

sending the modified context-sensitive search query to the second device that finds a 
second plurality of result set items conforming to the modified context-sensitive search query. 

21 . (Currently amended) A method of performing a context-sensitive search comprising: 
under control of a client system, 

displaying a document with a client system ; 

associating a modifier with a text fragment in the document with a modifier based 
on inputs f ro m a sear ch er to the client system ; 

sending a request to find other documents that contain the text fragment to a server 

system; and 

under control of the server system, 
receiving the request; 

buMing- a query that is re s ponsive to the context of the text fragment i n the 
document and that is also responsive to the modifi e r; and 
submitting the query to a search engine. 
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receiving, at the client system, a result of a query, the query responsive to the 
context of the text fragment and responsive to the modifier, the result including the other document 
that contain the text fragment. 



22. (Original) The method of claim 2 1 , wherein t3 
r e ceives res - ults from the search engine; and 
sends th e received re s ults to the client system. 

the query is submitted to a search engine in response to the request, and wherein the 
result of the query is transmitted to the client system by the server system. 
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